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Web Site

A Web site is a collection of Web pages created and maintained by colleges, universities, government agencies, companies or individuals.

Web Page
A Web page is a document on the World Wide Web. 

Web pages can include text, pictures, sound and video.

URL
Each Web page has a unique address, called a Uniform Resource Locator (URL).  You can display any web page if you know the its URL.  

Most Web page URLs start with http (Hyper Text Transfer Protocol).

HTTP
Is unsecured and is subject to man-in-the-middle and eavesdropping attacks, which can let attackers gain access to website accounts and sensitive information.

HTTPS
Provides encrypted communication and secure identification of a network web server.

When banking, purchasing or conducting any business make sure it is an HTTPS site.

Links
Web pages usually contain links, which are text or images on a Web site that connect to other pages on the Web. When you move your cursor over them the cursor turns into a hand and the link is underlined.

Connecting to the Internet
Most people use an Internet Service Provider to connect to the Internet.  Most individuals use a modem to connect to the Internet through their telephone line, satellite or Cox cable and Century Link in our area.

Browsers
Browsers are the programs that interpret the programming language of the Internet.  Simply put it connects you to the Internet.  

There are many browsers Firefox, Chrome, Opera and Internet Explorer.  We will be using Internet Explorer; it comes on all Microsoft systems.

Start Internet Explorer
Click the Internet Explorer icon to start Internet Explorer; if you have AOL you will use their browser to get to the Web.  Your Home page will come up; it has many Links on it that you can use.  

To Change Your Home Page 

Click Tools, and Internet options, click Use current to set the Web page displayed on your screen as your new home page, then click OK.

Display a Specific Web Page
Click in the Address box to highlight the current Web page address, when the address turns blue you can start typing; you don’t have to delete the old address. 

Example: www.msn.com and press Enter on the keyboard or click the Arrow (IE8) or Magnifying Glass symbol (IE9)

As you start typing a drop down menu appears, Internet Explorer remembers the addresses of Web pages that you recently visited.  You can select one of these addresses to quickly redisplay a Web page. 

IE8: To the right of the address box is an arrow button, which is the same as the Enter key that opens the web page.  

Once the web page is open the button changes to 2 arrows and is now the Refresh button.

IE9: To the right of the address box is a Magnifying Glass symbol, which is the same as the Enter key that opens the web page.  

Once the web page is open the arrowed round circle to the right of the Magnifying Glass symbol is the Refresh button.

Select a Link
Position the mouse over a word or image of interest, the mouse arrow changes to a hand and the word is underlined when over the link.  Click on the word or image to display the linked Web page.

Move Through Web Pages

To the left of the address sign in box are the Back & Forward arrows.  Click the Back arrow to return to the last Web page you viewed; click the Forward arrow to move forward through the Web pages you have viewed.

Note: This doesn’t work with all web pages.

IE 8: To the right of the Back & Forward arrows, is a Down arrow.  

Clicking the Down Arrow opens the recently visited menu.  

Clicking on any item on the list opens its web page. 

From this menu you can also click History, which you can use to go to previous visited web sites.

IE9: To the far right click on the Star icon to view History and Favorites

Refresh a Web Screen

After a web page opens the arrow turns into 2 arrows (IE8) or arrowed round circle (IE9).  By clicking them, which is now the Refresh icon you can update Web page information displayed on your screen. 

Internet Explorer will transfer a fresh copy of the Web page to your computer.

Stop Transfer Of Information

Clicking the Red X button stops the downloading. If a Web page is taking a long time to appear on your screen, you can stop the transfer and try it later.

Toolbar at the bottom of the page: The green bar shows the loading status.

Search Engines

Search engines are used to help you find information on the Web.

There are many search engines; a few are Google, Bing. Yahoo, AltaVista. One of the most popular right now is Google.  

To use Google, with Internet Explorer open, type www.google.com in the address line. 

Tip: If the web page address ends with “.com”,  type in the web site name, hold the Control key down and press the Enter key.

When the Google Web page open, type the subject you are interested in and click Google Search.  

It will bring up a list of Web sites you can choose from on your subject. 

It will bring up sites that have the words in that you have chosen maybe not the exact phase.  

If you want the exact wording put your request in quotation marks.

The more you can narrow you search the easier it makes it to find the information you are looking for. 

Google Home Page

Search

Do Web searches on any subject, just type in item you want to look up.

If you receive an error message on your computer, type in the error message and you should find some Web sites that can explain it and hopefully help you.

Images:  For pictures Search

Videos: On subject you type in or on subjects you have searched on the Web.
Maps: Maps or find a business and get directions

News: Current news

Shopping:

Gmail: Sign in page
More:  Gives you a drop down menu with more selections

Even More, this brings up a listing of more Google products.

Google Search

With the Google Web page open, type the subject you are interested in and click Google Search.  

It will bring up a list of Web sites you can choose from on your subject. 

It will bring up sites that have the words in that you have chosen maybe not the exact phase.  

If you want the exact wording put your request in quotation marks.


Google Search

Google will drop common words, if you absolutely must include “the” in your search, use the quotes to indicate its importance (“the power surge”).

Placing multiple words in quotes tells Google to search for an exact phase.

You can also use the (-) sign immediately proceeding a term to remove any results containing the term. 

For instance, if you are using the search string Dodge, but aren’t interested in trucks, search for 

Dodge -Trucks. Note: you have to have a space after the word before the minus sign.

Google excludes common words such as “with” and “how”.  If a discarded word is important to your search, place a (+) sign immediately before it.

Look up the definition of a term

To get a definition of a word or phase, type define, enter a colon, then a space and then the word.

Example:  define: headache
Look up stocks

Type stock: followed by the stock symbol

Example stock: ge

Review

If I am interested in a product or information on a subject I type in review after the name.

Example: ge review
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