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SMART SPEAKERS

An internet-enabled speaker that is controlled by 
spoken commands and is capable of streaming 
audio content, relaying information, and 
communicating with other devices.  Usually 
activated by a keyword/hotword.  A mini version 
speaker might appeal to those wanting multiple 
smart speakers in their home, while others may 
prefer one with a video screen or a combination of 
each.  The internet connection may be wired or 
wireless.
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SMART SPEAKERS

Wifi  Amazon Echo Dot, Show (Alexa), 

  Google Home Pod, Nest Hub (Google),

  Other Manufacturers

  (stand alone but requires internet)

  



SMART SPEAKERS
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Amazon Alexa Echo
$23.00 - $80.00
Lowes, Walmart, Best Buy, 
Home Depot, Amazon

Amazon Alexa Show
$35.00 - $150.00
Lowes, Walmart, Best Buy, 
Home Depot, Amazon

Amazon Alexa Auto
$35.00-$45.00
Lowes, Walmart, Best Buy, 
Home Depot, Amazon



SMART SPEAKERS
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Google Home Mini
Google Home Speaker 
Google Nest Series
$49.00 - $120.00
Best Buy,  Target

Google Nest Hub
$100.00 - $230.00
Best Buy, Target

Best Buy  $49.00  Hub 7”



SMART SPEAKERS
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Amazon keyword = ALEXA

“Alexa,  What’s the current temperature outside?”
“Alexa,  What time is it?”
“Alexa,  Set a 17 minute timer called Muffins”.
“Alexa,  Find a recipe for sweet chili sauce”.
“Alexa,  Play NPR News / 92.7 Oldies / Dean Martin Songs”.  
“Alexa,  Call Melanie”
“Alexa,  What time does the Safeway store Pharmacy  on 
      Southern and Val Vista open?”

Google keyword = OK GOOGLE

“OK  Google, Convert 16” to Centimeters”
“OK  Google,  Play my sleep music”



BLUETOOTH SPEAKERS

An amplifier or loudspeaker with Bluetooth 
wireless connectivity that is paired (pre-associated) 
with one or more smartphones, tablets, iPods or 
computers.

Unlike a Smart Speaker, there is no interaction 
with a Bluetooth Speaker.   A BT speaker only plays 
what you send it.
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BLUETOOTH SPEAKERS

Bluetooth Smartphone to Speaker

  Tablet/iPad to Speaker

  Computer/Laptop to Speaker

  MANY Manufacturers

  



BLUETOOTH SPEAKERS
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MANY Manufacturers
$10.00 - $250.00
Frys, CVS, Walgreens, Walmart, 
Dollar General, Best Buy, Lowes, 
Home Depot, Safeway, Target, 
Circle K, Amazon, Kohls, almost 
everywhere

Desktop, Portable, Wall Mount, 
Shower Mount,

AC / DC / USB / Battery / Solar



WHICH IS BETTER ???
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It all depends what you want to use it 

for

QUESTIONS ??



SUMMARY THOUGHTS 
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The sound (music) from a Smart or Bluetooth speaker is much much 
better than that from a smartphone or tablet, 

You can use a Smart Speaker just like a Bluetooth Speaker.

You can use a Bluetooth Speaker ONLY as a Bluetooth Speaker.

You may want to have both, for different purposes,

Smart Speakers are always listening for their keyword.  You can turn off 
the microphone if you feel uncomfortable.  We do when we are 
speaking on the phone to a bank, credit card company, etc.
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